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Washington—I'com file clak to de-
partment head, you luve one” thing in
common if yow work for a government
agency here. At some time or other it's
probably a fair bet that your phoue has
been tapped. -
And if you arc a private citizven sus-
pected of a federal came, it's a safe bet:

. . the federal —investic
Fewsuay gative ageney  con-
PV cerned has been lisss

Closeup :

tening to your con- |
verations, One federal mvestigator vho |
purtorms wirctaps said: “It's being done |
all over Washington, in and out of gov-

crament, by anyone who has a-fow hucks”

to wpend on all sorts of devices that cau|
ntercept a telephone call” . |

Another agent who says he also lum
beer: calied upon by officials to tup Wi
said: “There’s no end to wirctapping. !
People are tapping lincs of other people
who arg tapping lincs of other pcoph,-."j
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One government emplave in a security |

arca detailed a case where a supervisor
ordered a tap of an employc’s line us g

sccurity: man that the emmloye had the:
supervisor’s own line bugged. It turned
out that the employe was keeping tabs on
i« boss for higher officials. )

Under federal Taw, wirctapping is not o
crune. Onle when the information learned
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is divulged is it illegal. But there is where ™

tisc controversy tarus. The Justice Depart-
weut maintains that wirctaps can be used

as long as information ‘is not passed out of "

the agency. Opponents argue that the
minute a report is made of a conversation
to a superior it has been divulged.

Recasons for the government’s use of..

wirctaps vary from ageney to agency. In

pighl_v ‘s..‘né‘ihvc deparbmcits-—Siate, De-
ense, the Gentral dotellioenc s~
fense, the :"_wtl_‘l‘ fintellieence Agency—it
Is_considered a “sccarify mist to keep

s o )

tivs on who is saying what to whom. At
Y . . . - . .

high Jevels in these agencics wirctapping is -

avoided by the usc'of scrambler devices .on
key phones.

A federal agent defended such wirctaps,™

saving: “Iiven though we can't use what
we get out of u tap in court, in sensitive
posts we cun ulert officials that somcbody
1 risky amd get them out before harm is
done.” Within® Washington ..there are

.~more than 25,000 persons classified as in: -

“vestigators. In less sewsitive government
agencies wirctaps are used chicfly as a
means of checking up on how a person
- is performing, -
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